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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
we 


QUESTIONS 
POR RELIEVERS IN THE DESTRUCTION OF “* THE POOR 
HEATHER.” 


Ie the whole heathen world are in a perishing condi- 
tion, being without the gospel, and dying in this state’ 
must be endlessly miserable, is it morally possible for 
them to avert this dreadful, impending ruin? Can they 
bear without a preacher, or believe that of which they 
have never heard? And are they for enduring 
that which it is both morally and natura 
avoid? Or, if christians alone possess the means of their 
salvation, and it lies at their option whether they 
shall ever be blessed by them, in not appiying the 
same unto them, are not they the authors of their de- 
struction? If a man were famishing with hunger, and 
» professed friend of his, who bad ample means to relieve 
him, should deliberately suffer him to starve, would not 
he be extremely inhuman, and the negative author of his 
death? Yet our partial brethren profess to belicve that 
the salvation of the heathen is in awful jeopardy; thatan- 
tese the gospel is preached to them they will famish for 
want of the bread of life; amd yet the most they can be- 
stow is now and then a few cents out of their wealthy 
‘coffers. What can justify them in not giving their whole 
estates to save them from destruction? [sit merciful 
‘or a christian to stand for afew thousand dollars, even 

S the want of them would subject his family to temporal 
want and distress for a season, when they would save 
ene soul from ** the pains of damnation” 2 Of what lit- 
tle consequence is it if all the christians in America were 
‘amishing for natural food, seeing they are sure of heav- 
en shortly, if this would save thousands of heathens from 
{amishing in hell forever for the want of the bread of life? 
But, alas! how little does the griping hand of avarice al- 
‘ow them to bestow! Now, itis manifest that their cha- 
rity consists more in sound than in substance. Had a 
wealthy person of this town a brother in Algerine servi- 
tude, fast bound in the shackles of slavery, who in all 
probability would perish if not immediately redeemed, 
would he be content to send him from one to five dollars 
per year, and thus protract his slavery and jeopardize 
his life, when a thousand dollars were the price of his re- 
demption? We are obliged to speak after the manner 
of men, in answer to these who have converted the sal- 
vation of the heathen into ** a money making business,” 
Indeed, if this be the condition of the poor heathen, let 
use arise, one and all, at once, leave our native land, and 
become preachers, or bearers of the gospel to them. No 
earthly object can justify us in a dereliction of this im- 
perative duty. If such perishing pagans exist, no won- 
der Dr. Griffin expects to hear them, at the day of judg- 
anent, exclaiming to the christians, O, ** ye never felt 
the pains of damnation!” if ye had ye would have sent 
your whole estates to save us! But, here, it is observ- 
able that the Dr. for a moment, to affect his darling pur- 
pose, seems to admit that the sight of those ** heathen 
ghosts,” who have famished by a dereliction of duty on 
the part of christians, will not felicitate the hearts of 
those on the right hand; but how does this agree with 
his precious scheme in general? Does he not profess to 
believe that ‘*God out of his mere good pleasure from 
all eternity hath elected some to everlasting life,” and 
that the rest are “‘ damned for the glory of God”? If 
the damnation of the heathen redounds to his declarative | 
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glory, ought not christians en that day, rather to rejoice 
that they have withheld their estates and not suffered 
his glory to be diminished? Does not this same Dr. tell 
us that the natural affections and human feelings of chris- 
tians, on ‘hat day, will be so completely metamorphos- 
ed, or destroyed, that they will rejoice and shout amen, 
when the vengeance of Deity shall pursue the reprobate 
down to the abode of darkness and despair? And that 
self will be so totally lost in love to God, that they will 
be even willing to share the same fate if it would en- 
hance his glory? Now, admitting these statements and 
articles of faith to be correct, is it not manifest that the 
Dr’s project, in getting up this awful judgment for the 
helpless heathen, (viz. to spunge a few thousand dollars 
from the pockets of christians and the inconsiderate in 
general,) is completely rendered abortive? For what 
man in his senses would give one dollar to redeem the 
sinner from that misery which is consonant with God's 
justice, and augments his glory? 

But what caps the climax of inconsistencies is, those 
christians, whose stinted charity would not suffer them 
to save the ‘‘ poor heathen,” are to be snugly seated on 
the right hand, and the pagans on the left. “Now, if 
heathens perish on their account, and for reasons which 
they could not govern, ought not the scene to be chang- 
ed, and they placed on the right hand and those sloth- 
ful christians on the left? Ifthe gospel be committed to 
their charge, and they like the unprofitable servant wrap 
it up in a napkin, or bury it in the earth, should not 
they be lost and those pagans saved? Why should we 
condemn the imnocent, and clear the guilty? Would 
any earthly judicatory, in the distribution of rewards 
and punishments, act upon such a principle? Ifa cor- 
oner’s inquest were called upon the body of a drowned 
man, who perished while bound hand and foot in the 
sight of persons who had the means bnt did not use them 
to save his life, would the jury bring ina verdict of self 
murder, and clear the skirts of those idle spectators ? 
No—the wisdom of this world is so pure and consistent 
that it would deprecate the judgment as unjust. If men 
would but exercise as much judgment in religious mat- 
ters as they do about the affairs of this world, where 
they now err in many things, they would judge righteous 
judgment. But alas! a blind, fanatic zeal, for what they 
cal] truth, has so completely enveloped in darkness the 
minds of thousands, that they “ put darkness for light 
and light for darkness, evil for good and good for evil.” 
But how does this system of religion affect the character 
of Deity? Indeed, it is not very reputable to him to 
suppose he has jeopardized the salvation of nine tenths 
of the human race by basing it upon the benevolence, 
virtue, and christian exertions of the rest. The inhabi- 
tants of the earth are computed at nearly ten hundred 
millions, of this vast number, how few have heard the 
name of Jesus? Perhaps not one third part; and of 
those how small the number who have openly, before 
some regularly organized church, professed a belief in 


from the ashes of hell! Can any system of religion that 


represents the character of Deity in such a light be hon- 
ourable to him? And is the Hoty One of IsrAet, in 
whose hands are the hearts of all men, and who can 
turn them whithersoever he will even as the rivers of 
waters are turned, so limited in his power and goodne:s, 
that he cannot saye this vast multitude without the benev- 
olent assistance and exertions of those few who believe? 
But, I pause—the subject is too painful to be purstec! 
any further. It is enough to congeal the blood in one’s 
veins to hear of, and read the horrid characters which 
the wisdom of this world, and the creeds and catechisnis 
of men, attribute to the righteous Sovereign, and bour- 
tiful Benefactor of the universe. O Thou Ruler of the 
hearts of the children of men, Jet that glu.ious era arrive, 
when the veil shall be taken from all faces, and the coy- 
ering that is cast over all people; when the heathen 
shall know Tnx, who were given to thy Son for anev- 
erlasting inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the 
earth fora possession. ‘They are his, for whom he died, 
arose, and revived again, ‘‘ that he might give eternal 
life to as many as thou hast given him.” ‘* Then shall 
the top stone be brought forth with joy and shouting, 
crying grace, grace unto it.”? Then shall Aux partici- 
pate in the ** common salyation,” and ** every man have 
praise of God.” H*##*, 
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REPLY TO ** LEANDER.” 

Ir seems that ** LEANDER” will have it, that the a- 
postle Paul does not exhort in 1 Tim. ji. 1—4, that 
prayers should be made for‘all men, that they may be 
saved, or, even, that they may possess ‘ godliness and 
honesty ;*’ but that prayers ** be made for all men, that 
we who prefer them may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godliness and honesty.» This, to say the 
least, is a miserable evasion, and the last subterfuge to 
which we should have thought he would have had resort. 

We will read the passage his way. I exhort, there- 
fore, that prayers be made for all men, for kings and all 
in authority, that we (i.e. I and Timothy), may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.— 
What a confused jargon of words without sense or mean- 
ing. ‘ Leander’ admits that we are to pray for all men, 
but denies that we are to pray that they may be either 
cursed or blessed, godly or ungodly ; but that we who 
make the prayer may be benefitted thereby. What an 
useless circumlocution of words. Would it not be much 
better for one to pray directly for blessings on himself? 
Would not that man be deserving of a place in the in- 
sane hospital, who should pray as follows? O Lord, I 
pray for all men, for Mahometans and Pagans, for Jews 
and Gentiles, for believers and unbelievers, for kings 
and all in authority, that | who make this prayer may 





the gospel? Doubtlessly not one hundred millions.— 
And of this last number, how few embrace the Abraham- 
ic faith, ‘ which was accounted to him for righteousness,’ 
that “in thee and in thy seed shall all tHe nations, fami- 
lies of the earth be blessed”? It is also supposed that 
the aggregate age of man is about thirty years. Now, 
according to the religious system under consideration, 
(if all the heathen world perish) there will arrive at the 
bottomless pit in the course of every thirty years, up- 
wards of nine huadred millions of souls, while the small 
fragment of less than one hundred millions will be raked 


lead a quiet and peaceable life. Besides, such a prayer 
is altogether selfish, as all men are hauled in abruptly by 
the head and shoulders,not to have blessings implored on 
them,or to answer any given purpose whatever,but that 
they who alone make the prayer may be saved. Would 
not that minister be inconsistent, who while praying for 
a sick parishioner, should pray for al] the sick persons in 
the world, not that they might be restored to health, 
but that this one sick man may recover? Indeed, not 
more consistent is ‘ Leander’s’ prayer, as he would have 


it, than a physician to give one man a severe cathartic 








to cure another of @ griping fit of the cholic. 
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Again, why does ‘ Leander’ lay such stress on the 
word we? Did St. Paul alone of himself form the plu- 
ral number, or did he include his son Timothy ? Would 
not the passage read better thus? I exhort that prayers 
be made for all men, for kings and all that are in autho- 
rity, that we kings and all that are in authority, as well 
as all men, may lead a quiet and peaceable life. Here 
we have the plural happily formed as it should be. 

Furthermore, is not the pronoun we frequently used 
in scripture to denote allmen? ‘* Leander’ seems to sup- 
nose that the word we refers exclusively to those who 
utter it; but he is referred to 1 Cor. xv. 51, ** Behold I 
show you a mystery ; we shall not all sleep, but we shall 
all be changed.*? That the apostle does not allude to 
age believers, is evident from verse 22; ‘* As in Adam 
all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” The 
whole chapter contains conclusive arguments, drawn 
from the resurrection of Christ, in favour of the resur- 
rection of all men. And whether the death which all 
men die be natural, or spiritual, it will be seen by a 
careful perusal of the chapter, that all men are to receive 
life and immortality. The word we then in this pas- 
sage extends to all. These last quotations are deemed 
sufficient to explain the word we in 1 Tim. ii. 2; for it 
is useless to multiply precedents. ‘ Leander’ is in turn 
requested to candidly review his arguments, and it is 
believed he will deem them inconclusive. 





But further ; * Leander’ supposes there is a difference | 
between God's decretive and declared will. We ask! 
what will, or purpose of God have we any knowledge | 
of, that is not declared, or revealed in scripture? If; 
our Saviour benevolently wished to gather the Jews to- 
gether, itis declared. If what the Jews did was by the 
determinate council and foreknowledge of God, it is 
declared. ‘* Leander’ is assured that the use of the word 
declare will never enable us to arrive at any distinction 
in the will of God. 

* Leander’ also supposes that God’s declared will un- 
derwent a defeat when our Saviour wept over Jerusalem. 
But he is asked, whether it was God, or the ** man Christ 
Jesus” that weeped over Jerusalem? If it be said that 
it was God, then he must be subject to weeping and 
sympathy, the natural effects of passion. If it be said 
thatit was humanity, mystically united to divinity, which 
} shall not stop to dispute, it is then admitted that noth- 
ing but humanity wept. Now if nothing but humanity 
wept, was any thing but humanity frustrated? And 
were not Christ’s benevolent affections for the Jews as 
much a part of human nature as that passion manifested 
by his weeping for them? Can it then be said, that any 
thing but these humane affections and desires cherished 
for the Jews, which centre altogether in the creature, 
and make no part of divinity, underwent a defeat? And 
yet * Leander’s’ arguments, adduced to prove that God’s 
will in 1 Tim. ii. 4, may be frustrated, seem to rest prin- 
cipally on the supposition that Christ is God, and that 
as such his divine will, relative to the Jews, underwent 
a defeat. Here, then, we perceive the error lies in 
© Leander’s’ mistaking Christ’s human affections for the 
Jews, for God’s divine will. Should it be said that the 
divine will dwelt in human nature, the answer is, that 
Christ like all men possessed a human soul; or, how 
could he endure agony of mind as well as of body ?— 
That Christ’s soul and not his body wept for the Jews is 
evident. If then Christ possessed a human soul, that 
soul must have been susceptible of desires and volitions ; 
this being the case, his soul, and not God sustained a 
disappointment. Let * Leander’ correct this one mis- 
take, and his arguments in general, adduced to prove 
that God’s will in 1 Tim. ii. 4, may be frustrated, ‘* fall 
to the ground.” H**#*, 











The wet of true religion breathes mildness aud affa- 
bility. It gives a native unaffected ease to béhaviour ; 
it is social, kind and cheerful ; far removed from that 
gloomy and iWiberal situation, which clouds the brow, 
sharpens the temper, dejects the spirit, and teaches men 
to fit themselves for another world, by neglecting the 
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Licentiousness! licentiousness! This is the cry.— 
Universal doctrine is a good doctrine, but it leads to 
licentiousness. Is this a proper way to prove a doctrine 
false? Where are your arguments and reasons? The 
truth will never do any hurt ; now disprove the doctrine 
by scriptural arguments and reasonable deductions, and 
then tell of its tendency. These expressions have now 
become too trite to have their wonted effect ; something 
new must be searched for. The doctrine of Universal- 
ism is rising above all this detraction, and becoming u- 
niversally known. People who never before heard the 
name but with disgust, have been brought not only to 
believe it, but to rejoice in it with joy which the world 
can neither give nor teke away; and to use their ut- 
most endeavors for the extension of this glorious system. 
The writer of this short epistle may be classed as one 
of these. Having been brought up among the class of 
christians called Calvinists, he was taught to believe 
that God had determined, before the creation of the 
world, to eternally damn some of his intelligent off- 
spring. He was taught to believe that all mankind by 


the fall lost the love and favour of God, were put under | 


his curse,and so made liable to the eternal pains of hell ; 
that bad it not been for the free, sovereign, and elect- 
ing grace of God, every human being would have been 
consigned to the sufferings of remediless woe ; that by 
the fall, or Adam’s transgression, the human family was 
involved in total depravity,and made incapable of doing 
a single good thing.* These things will naturally lead 
young people to suppose, indeed they teach, that some- 
thing has been or must be done to satisfy the wrath of 
the divine Being. Now whatisit? What or who made 
the atonement? Dr. Watts, speaking of Jesus Christ, 
says 

‘* He quench’d his Father’s flaming sword, 

In his own vital blood.” 

Children, when they arrive to years of discretion, be- 
gin to reason upon these things, in the following man- 
ner: God made man holy. Adam sinned against his 
holy law, and thereby all his posterity were involved in 
guilt, and justly made liable to the pains of hell forev- 
er. God, not being willing that all should perish made 
a selection for salvation taking a few of his unborn mil- 
lions only, and Jeaving the rest to their fate. Jesus 
Christ.died to pacify the wrath of God, and to redeem 
th .t Now if I am elected, I shall be saved ; if- 
Iam not, all that I can do will be of no avail: Noex 
ertions of mine can alter the decrees of God. This 
doctrine appears very absurd, and still I am told that 
it is the counsel of an infinitely wise and good God.— 
Let me search the scriptures. If it be there, I will be- 
lieve it; if not, 1 will reject it. Whata blessing it is 
that we have the bike, that young people may read and 
judge for themselves! There they find it written that 
‘ God is love’; that ‘he is good to all’ ; that ‘ he is no 
respecter of persons’; that ‘he wills the salvation of 
every human being’; that, instead of sending his Son 
to appease his wrath, he sent him to manifest his love 
to bis creatures. Here we see that the bible is oppos- 
ed to most of the creeds of men. Where is the philan- 
thropic bosom which would not swell] with gratitude to 
God, for this glorious manifestation of his grace and love? 
Will not stich things as these feach love to God? Will 
it make young people sin to tell them that he wills their 
happiness? No ; glory to his name ; let children be 
brought to reject the creeds of men, and to know the 
true character of their heavenly Father, and they will 
exclaim as did the enlightened prodigal; “‘my father 
hath bread enough, and to spare.” 

Reader, you have had a faint glimpse of two doctrines 
presented you. Which looks the most like God?— 
Which looks the most like ‘ our Father who art in 





*] allude to the teaching of the Westminster Cate- 
chism. This contains all the above absurdities. 

t Howsoever absurd this doctrine may appear, it is as 
taught by the Catechism before refered to. 
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heaven”? Is it supposable that he would create beings 
when he knew that they would be losers by their ex- 
istence? Is it reasonable to suppose that he would cre- 
ate subjects expressly for damnation? No. Yet ae- 
cording to the Calvinistic opinion of predestination this 
is the case. Who must rejoice according to this scheme ? 
None but the prvi. and the rLnect.- The eleed for the 
unmerited partiality shown them ; the der#l for the gift 
of millions of beings with whom he can gratify his in- 
fernal caprice by tormenting them through an endless 
eternity. (I argue according to the opinion of the ae- 
tual existence of his satanic majesty.) Perhaps it may 
be said that the above inconsistencies are not believed 
by any class of christians. Ido not know that they 
are; but embrace the doctrine of Calvinism as it has 
been published to the world, and believe in the attri- 
butes of God, and the forgoing absurdities become an 
inevitable conclusion. A YOUTH. 
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“* For by grace are ye saved through faith ; and thai 
not of yourselves ; it is the gift of God: not of works, 
lest any man should boast.”°—Eph. ii. 8, 9. 

Turart the scriptures frequently speak of salvation we 
believe is not denied; but that this salvation is to be 
experienced by every human being, has been serious) © 
questioned. The majority of christian believers have 
supposed that there were many of God’s creatures who 
never would be the heirs of salvation, but would be 
endlessly miserable. Some have presumed that God, 
by an irrevocable decree, consigned somie of the crea- 
tures of his formation to remediless woe, while others 
have thought thet it was left entirely to the creature to 
gain or purchase his salvation by his conduct in this 
life. These hypotheses are both objectionable. The 
iirst makes God a demon by saying that he damns his 
creatures merely to gratify an inclination ; the second 
tears from Jesus Christ the crown which should adorn, 
his brow, and characterize him as the Saviour of the 
world, ‘* For by grace are ye savcd 
jest any man shou!d boast.” 

The reader, by turning to the 5th chap. of Romans, 
will find that ‘*God- commendeth his love towards us 
in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” 
Again; ** God so loved the world that he sent his only 
begotten Son,” &c. Now we find that the love of God 
was the cause of Christ’s eoming into the world, and 
this while we were cead in trespasses and sins. If the 
reader be a Calvinist he may ask, did Christ die fo; 
all? We answer, yes—He died for every one. Proof: 
* We see Jesus, who was made a little lower thau tlie 
angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory 
and honor; that he by the grace of God should tastes 
death for every man.’’ ‘There is one God, and one 
Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; 
who gave hitnself a ransom for all to be testified in due 
time.”’ Now we find that the love of God was the 
cause of Christ’s coming into the world—that he died 
for ALL, while they were dead in sins; and that he 
came not to condemn the world but to save it, is alse 
scripturally supported. The reader will by this time 
perceive the conclusion of the arguments. It tends to 
that grand point—Universal Salvation, But, says an 
objector, are we saved without doing any thing? Are 
we not to perform some good work to merit this favor? 
Reader, to our text. ‘* By grace are ye saved; not of 
works, lest any man should boast,” St. Paul says that 
those are ignorant of the righteousness of God who go 
about to establish their own, Jesus Christ is the Sa- 
viour of the world. Through his merits we are saved; 
through grace, not of ourselves, it is the gift of God; a 
¢ free gift,” not purchased, which ** came upon all mez 
unto justification of life.” Many, no doubt, feeling de- 
sirous to buy their salvation, come up and put their 
shoulders to the plough, as if to help God along in his 


? not of works, 





scheme of redemption ; crucify themselves, as if the 
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cracifixion of Jesus would not do; trembling for fear 
they will not be saved. This zeal, says St. Paul, is not 
according to knowledge. O trembling mortals! ‘* be- 
hold the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the | 
world.”> Where is your faith in Jesus? Can he not 
perform the work assigned him? Will he not do the 
will of Him who sent him? Yes—Christ is sure. ‘Tear} 
not from my Saviour then the wreaths which should | 
adorn him. Let him see of the travail of his soul and} 
be satisfied. Instead of devising means for your salva-| 
tion, sing of redeeming grace, abhor your boasting ; 
think not to save yourself, but trust in the Redeemer, 
‘who, though he was rich, became poor, that we /hro’ 
his poverty,” (not our own,) ** might be made rich.” 
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Mr, Epiror,—I take the liberty respectfully to sub- 
mit for your consideration, the following passage from 
Acts xxiv. 15; ** And have hope towards God, which 
they themselves aHow, that there shall be a resurrec- | 
tion of the dead, both of the just and the unjust ;” with | 
the following queries, requesting your sentiments on the 
same. Ist. If St. Paul had hope (a belief) in the re- 
surrection of both the just and unjust, did not the Jews 
also believe the same? 2d. In what did the faith of 
the Jews differ from St. Paul’s, except their disbelief 
that Jesus was the promised Mesiah, and that he was 
risen from the dead? 3d. If St. Paul believed that the 
just and the unjust would both rise to a state of life and 
immortality, is there any intimation that the Jews did 
not also believe; or rather is it not implied in the pas- 
sage under consideration, that they did even so be- 
lieve? Ath. If St. Paul believed (as some modern wri- 
ters say he did) that the present, or mortal, is the only 
state in which sin and misery can exist, and the Jews 
allowed the same, what are the exceeding great and 
precious promises of the gospel which constitutes the 
christian’s hope, more precious than that which was 


once cherished by those Jews. 


Yours, with great respect, s.§ 
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AN INQUIRY 
Concerning the revealed will of the divine Being 

in cases wherein ti is supposed io differ from the di- 

vine Gecrees. 

Tuts inguiry is designed to throw some light on the 
subject of ** Leander’s” arguments. He supposes that 

n some cases, God’s declared will is in opposition to his 
decrees, in support of which he adduces the divine com- 
mand against murder, showing at the same time from 
Acts ii. 23. iv. 28, that what was strictly forbidden in 
the divine command was foreordained in the decrees of 
God. We acknowledge that this is, a subject of vast 
moment, and one on which, if we reason atall, we ought 
to observe due circumspection. It is also very evident 
that this subject is difficult for the human mind to com- 
prehend. This is supposable on account of the differ- 
ent sentiments which learned divines have laboured to 
support in relation to it. We shall therefore endeavour 
to suggest a few considerations for the reader’s careful 
notice, not presuming to have at perfect command all 
that belongs to a subject so vast and mysterious. 

It will, we think, be agreed on al] hands, that God is 
essentially unchangeable in all things which regard him- 
self, so that it is proper to say, ‘* He is of one mind and 
none can turn him.”’ It will furthermore, no doubt, be 
conceded, that all his commands embrace principles of 
holiness like himself; so that when we read his revealed 

will or law, we and nothing that does not harmonize with 
the moral perfections of the divine law giver. The whole 


kind, and every particular duty is a fruit produced by 
love. All things also which are forbidden are repugnant 
to the holy dictates of love, which renders them unlike 
the divine nature. These plain things being premised, 
it seems clear that the revealed will or law of God is as 
unchangeable as God himself. As it is impossible for 
him to change, so it is equally impossible for his moral 
requirements to alter. Every rational, moral being must 
forevcr remain a subject of the divine requirement to 
love God and fellow nature. Nor is this law of an arbi- 
trary nature, it is the necessary preduction of love in 
God towards all his creatures. If he did not love the 
moral beings which he has made, he could not, from a 
contrary disposition, require them to love him and 
each other, which duty tends directly to render every 
one blessed. 

Let us now inquire, whether we have any account of 
the decrees of God, which stand in opposition to this 
revealed will or law? ‘** Leander” replies in the affirm- 
ative, and directs us to the scriptures which inform us 
that Jesus was put to death, by wicked hands, pursuant 
to the divine purpose. But here it is of importance that 
we use great caution, lest by being too precipitate we 
reason erroneously, and dishonourably to God. Was 
this divine purpose that Jesus should be put to death by 
wicked hands, a purpose which was the offspring of ha- 
tred? Or was it the offspring of love? Answer; **God 
commendeth his love towards us, in that while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died forus.* Now if this purpose of 
God in the death of his holy child Jesus was the fruit of 
that divine love which is manifested in the command to 
love God and our fellow creatures, then in room of there 
being any real opposition between the purposes of God, 
in the instance under consideration, and his revealed 
Jaw or will, there is a plain and manifest agreement.— 
It should be distinctly understood, that all the moral re- 
quirements which our heavenly Father has rendered 
binding on us, are in their nature like himself, and that 
he can never cease to require of all moral beings that 
which is consistant with moral holiness. And it should 
hkewise be duly noticed, that God has never manifest- 
ed that he has any purpose or decree which is averse to 
this moral principle of love and holiness. But perhaps 
the discerning eye of ‘* Leander” will inspect this sub- 
ject so nicely as to lead him to say: it is evident that 
God has created man and consitiiuted him in a state of 
imperfection ; in which the darkness of his mind is such, 
that he being dé >ived, entertains wrong sentiments, 
from which spring. hatred, wrath, anger, and ill will, 
which are directly opposite to the divine nature, oppo- 
site to the divine commands, &c. And that the Crea- 
tor, in his eternal pfrpose, decreed all this condition 
of human nature. Let.all this be allowed; the ques- 
tion then is, was this purpose and decree of God the off- 
spring of his love toward those creatures whom he thus 
constituted ? Or was it the production of hatred? ‘ Le- 
ander’ will not say that it was the production of hatred. 
Then if love produced such a purpose concerning man- 
kind, this purpose was favourable to man ; and that wis- 
dom by which it was directed must have seen how the 
whole would eventuate to man’s advantage. 


By what little light we have on this subject, it appears 
that, ** known unto God are all his works from the be- 
ginning of the world;”? and that it was decreed in hi 
divine purpose that the creature, who for aseason should 
wander in moral darkness, and in a state of alienation, 
should, by experiencing the evil fruits of unholiness,Jearn 
righteousness, and become rationally conformed to the 
mora] requirements which the divine goodness and love 
established as the everlasting, unchangeable Jaw of our 
nature. And it is furthermore believed, that there are 
no instances recorded in scripture, that indicate any de- 
cree, purpose, or command of God, which is designed 
to operate egainst this great and glorious plan of infinite 
goodness. 

In order to show that the declared will of God is in 
opposition to his decretive will, it seems necessary to 
prove that he has commanded bis creatures to act on mor- 





‘aw is comprehended in love to God and in love to man- }- 


al principles,when at the same he has decreed that they 
shall never act on those principles ; for ever allowing 
that God has purposed, in his divine economy,that man 
shall act from motives which do not bear the stamp of 
moral purity, yet if it be discoverable at the same time, 
that all this was decreed ina way finally to bring the 
disobedient to know, to understand, to love and obey 
the divine Jaw of love and truth, it must be ackuowledg- 
ed, that there is no essential opposition between the de- 
crees and commands of God. 





To Correspondents. 

‘* Prinonocvs” is received, but as he charges the 
Editor of the Magazine with falsehood, he cannot ex- 
pect admittance until he sends us his real name, that we 
may know his character, professicn, and standing in 
society. 

B***** in answer to ** Leander,” is received and will 
appear next week. 

“Spy No. 1,” was received too late for this day’s 
Magazine, it shal] have a place in our next. 

** ConSISTENCY”? is also received, and shall receive 
due attention. 

** ). M. L’s”’ favours are under consideration. 


—_+o 


Errata. 

In the *$ Letter to a Clergyman,” in our last, in the 
4th line from the bottom, for ‘ deluded the expectations,” 
&c. read, deluded the people with expectations, &c.— 
Also, in the 32d line from the top of the next column. 
for ‘ daub no untempered,’ &c. read, daub no niore will 
untempered, &c. 





DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 


The Supreme Executive Council of this Common- 
wealth meet in this town on Tuesday next. 


Thursday, the tharlieth day of November next, is ap- 
pointed as a day of Thanksgiving in the State of Maine.. 


On Saturday morning last, two ladies received the 
black veil at the Nunery lately established in this town. 
The ceremonies were performed at the Roman Catholic 
Charch, in the presence of a large number of respecta- 
ble persons of different religious denominations. 


The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts have obtained of 
the Selectmen of Boston, a Jease of the Chambers in 
the Old State House. The workmen have already be- 
gun the repairs ; and the hall will probably be com- 
pleted before the next quarterly communication. 


The Charleston Courier says, that a Comet was ob- 
served on Sunday night between 9 and 10 o'clock in a 
S.W. direction, about thirty degrees above the horizon. 
Its appearance was very briliant, and noticed by many 
persons. 


— 
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MARRIED, 

Tn this town, by the Rev. Mr. Ware, Capt. Gideon. 
Lane, 3d. to Miss Eliza H. Peabody. 

By the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Benjamin Blanchard te 
Miss Nancy Hunt. 

By the Rev. Mr. Pierpont, Mr. Samuel Blake to Miss 
Clarissa Preston. 

By the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. James B. Hovey te 
Miss Mary C. Davis. 

By Rev. Mr. Eaton, Rev. James B. Howe, of Clare- 
mont, N. H. to Miss Mary White, of this town. 

By the Rev. Mr. Sharp, Mr. John Sinclair, merchant, 
to Miss Abigail Blanchard. 

In Taunton, Mr. Samuel) Bass King, of this town, te 
Miss Sarah Leonard Crocker. 


pt 


DIED, 

In this town, -g - Samuel Curtis, aged 45.—Mr. Geo. 
Nichols, 18.-—-Mr. Thomas Joy, 59.——Mr. Stephen Arms, 
mer. 25 —A daughter of Charles Mountfort, 3 y.—Miss 
Mary Bassett, 56; Mr. Samuel Lincoln, 24; A son of 
John Swett, 4 y.; Miss Harriot A. Paine, 16; Mrs. E}- 
eanor Flinn, wife of John Flinn, 62; Mrs. Sarah Whall, 
wife of Wm. Whall, sen. 73; Miss Ruth B. Bowditch, 
of Braintree, 19; An infant child of Cornelius Briggs ; 
An infant child of Peter Tues Mrs. Mary Parsons, 54 ; 
Mrs. Elizabeth Kent, wife of Jacob H. Kent, 29; Wil- 
liam, youngest son of James Cutler, 5 y- 

In Switzerland, Frederick Warren Goddard, son of 





Nath]. Goddard, Esq. of this town, aged 20. 
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POKTS’ CORNER. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


ane 


THE SAVIOUR’S BIRTH. 


BEHOLD! the angel of the Lord, 
Array’d in orbs of light, 

Came down to shepherds while employ’d 
To watch their flocks by night. 


Celestial glory they beheld, 
In shining rays display’d ; 

The darkness of the night dispell’d, 
And they were sore afraid. 


Fear not, behold I bring, said he, 
In this divine employ, 

That which shall to all people be, 
Good tidings of great joy. 


A Saviour which is Christ the Lord, 
Is born to you this day ; 

The sinners friend, the saints reward, 
Does in a manger lay. 


Seraphic hosts from realms above, 
In exstacy supreme, 

Were heard to praise the God of love, 
In the exalted theme. 


All glory be to God on high, 
There’s peace and joy on earth, 
Good will to men, redemptions nigh, 
At the Redeemer’s birth. 5. P. 


EEE 





SELECTED FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


WHAT'S LIFE? 

WHAT?’S life? the meteor’s lurid glare, 
That shoots athwart the sky ; 

We gaze, "tis gone, nor vestige there, 
Nor trace can we espy. 

Tis transient as the morning dew, 

Tis fading as the rainbow’s hue, 

Tis passing as the boreal light, 

Just hails the day to sink in night. 


What’s life? a dream, delusion all, 
The sport of passion’s gale ; 

The morn’s high hope ere noon shall fall, 
Its mirth be lost in wail. 

It is a strife where vice prevails, 

It is a field where woe assails, 

Where ruin stalks his lordly round, 

Where sorrow, sin, and sighs abound. 


What’s life ? the breath of God, the boon of heaven, 
Rieh gift! no price can buy ; 

The hallowed hour to mortals given, 
To fit for joys on high. 

It is a fame survives the sun; 

't is eternity begun : 

Though dim the dawn, and rough the road, 

The Saviour’s arm can lead to God. 


Sto 


THE TEMPESTUOUS EVENING. 
THERE'S grandeur in this sounding storm, 
That drives the hurrying clouds along, 
That on each other seem to throng, 

And mix in many a wearied form ; 
While bursting now and then, between 
The moon’s dim misty orb is seen, 
And casts faint glimpses on the green. 


Beneath the blast the forests bend, 

And thick the branchy ruin flies ; 

And wide the shower of foilage flies ; 
The lake’s black wayes in tumult bend, 
Revolving o’er o’er and o’er, 

And foaming on the rocky shore, 
Whose caverns echo to their roar. 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


The sight subline enrapts my thought, 
And swift along the past it strays, 

And much of strange event surveys, 
What history’s faithful tongue has taugbt, 
Or fancy formed, whose plastic skill 

The page with fabled change can fill, 

Of ill to good, or good to ill. 


But can my soul the scene enjoy, 
That rends another’s breast with pain? 
O hapless he, who near the main, 
Now sees its billowy rage destroy! 
Beholds the foundering bark descend, 
Nor knows but what its fate may end 
The moments of his dearest friend ! 
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FROM THF (N. ¥.) GOSPEL HERALD. 
wees 

A few years since, Calvinists were bold enough to ac- 
knowledge the conclusions which resulted from their 
premises. Times, however, have altered ; and Calvinists 
have altered with the times. It is only here and there, 
and once ina great while, that a Calvinist will muster 
courage, and tell all he believes. And when he does 
declare what he considers to be the whole coun- 
sel of God, he declares, that infants will be endlessly 
miserable. We think itis not uncharitable to suppose, 
that this declaration would be made much more fre- 
quently, were it not for fear of offending congregations, 
and jeopardizing salaries. This abominable doctrine is 
preached in fact, by all Calvinists now ; and would be 
preached in form, but for the reasons above assigned. — 
They declare, that without faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
and sincere contrition for actual, as well as original sin, 
and all this, in this life, there is no possibility of salva- 
tion. Now, it is evident, to every man, that no infant 
can have this faith, or contrition. Consequently, they 
are by these judges, consigned to endless burnings.— 
And it is nothing more nor less, than prevarication and 
falsehood, to contend for premises, and deny their con- 
clusions. Calvinism, therefore, is even, in the opinion 
of its advocates, too abominably disgraceful and infa- 
mous to be fully confessed ; and it is a kind of negative 
compliment, to tell them, that they themselves are asha- 
med of it! 

The celebrated Dr, Watts expressed the following sen- 
timent relative to infants. He gave it as his opinion, 
that infants did not commit actual transgression ; con- 
sequently, could not be punished ina future state for 
their sins. Christ had atoned for the original sin of A- 
dam ; consequently, they could not be accountable for 
that. Infants were not believers, for they never heard 
of a Saivour, and could not therefore, have faith,—con- 
sequently could not inherit heaven. They were not 
unbelievers, for they never denied, or refused their as- 
sent to the truth, for they never heard it,—consequent- 
ly, could not come into condemnation. They, there- 
fore, neither deserve hell, nor merit heaven,—conse- 
quently they might be annihilated! So much for error / 


—>D +O 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


“ Neither death nor life shall be able to separate us 
from the Love of God.”—Rom. viii. 38, 39. 


How excessively painful and distressing—how dark 
and comfortless would be our situation when about to 
be deprived by death of one we held most dear, and in 
whom were concentrated all our hopes—all our affec- 
tions and desires, were it not for the consolations afford- 
ed by religion. * Tis she alone, that renders the be- 
reavement supportable, by assuring us that our parting 
shall not be forever. Every religion, however, is not 
equally calculated to afford consolation in this afflicting 
hour. The orthodox doctrines of the day, instead of 
soothing our affliction, and “‘ binding up the broken 
heart,” add to it another and more bitter pang. They 
leave the mind in horrid doubt as to the fina] state of 
the object we mourn—though to our sight, all fair and 
beautiful, he may be a reprobate under the malediction 
of an angry God, and should we again meet, it may be 
in those pictured regions of woe and misery, where our 
own eternal torments will be augmented by witnessing 
the agonies of the object of our affection, without the 





possibility of our rendering to him any, the least assist- 








ance, But should our lot be a more happy ove than 
his—should we be destined for heaven, our joys will 
be alloyed by a recollection of the heart rending condi- 
tion to which he is eternally consigned ; for that heaven, 
the inhabitants of which will be taught to exult in the 
damnation of their sinful fellow creatures, where the 
joys of the father are increased by the torments of the 
son—of the son by those of the father—of the husband 
by those ofthe beloved wife of his bosom—the fond 
partaker, in time, of all his joys and pains, is the mere 
fiction of some crue] mind ; such beings on earth would 
be infamous, and we have no warrant from scripture 
for believing that what constitutes our vices in time, 
willin eternity become virtues. 

How, I ask, can any one derive from such religion 
any solid hope by which to alleviate the afflictions o4 
that hour, when we are called upon to mourn at the 
bed of death, where lies a relation, or a friend—‘‘a fa- 
voured bridegroom or a beauteous bride.” 

The doctrine of Universal Benevolence, is the only 
one calculated, at that hour to mingle ‘** the balsame 
and balms” of comfort, and pour ** the wine and the 
oil” on every bleeding heart; it wipes from the eye 
of the mourner, the streaming tear, and pointing to the 
mansions of eternal day, wispers to his wounded spirit, 
that after a few more years shall have rolled their way 
onward towards eternity, he shall again meet the ob- 
ject of his grief in the midst of joy, never to part again ; 
and should he morn the loss of one whose life had been 
a life of sin, this religion comforts him by the assurance, 
that on that morn when this mortal shal] have put on 
immortality, this corruptible, incorruption—he shall be 
reunited to him, not as the vile object with which he 
parted in time, but purged from aij] unholiness, and 
rendered pure by the blood of the everlasting covenant ; 
though his sins were as scarlet, they shal] be white as 
snow—though they were red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool. 

The believer in this, the religion of Christ, when it is 
his Maker’s will willingly resigns all he holds most dear, 
to the cold embrace of the king of terrors, in full assur- 
ance that they are exchanging the pains and tempta- 
tions of a life of sorrow, for an eternity of joy, to the 
enjoyment of which, he himself is nourly hastening, for 
he knows that “‘ neither life nor death shall be able to 
separate him from the love of God,” and that when 
‘** the earthly house of this tabernacle,” shal] be destroy- 
ed, he has ‘ta building of God, an house not made 
with hands, eterna] in the heavens.” 
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FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE. 
A SERMON on Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of 
the Image of gold, silver, brass, iron and clay, and the 


Stone which ground it to powder ; as recorded in Dan- 
iel ii, 31—35. By Exias Smirn. 


A SERMON, delivered before the Universal- 
ist Society in Stoughton, Mass: May 29,1820.—By Rev. 
JosHua FLAGG, ministering at Scituate. 


The Cuitn’s Scrivturar Carecnism,by the Rev. 
Hosea Ballou, pastor of the Second Universalist Society 
in Boston.—Price, 75 cents per doz. and 8 cents single 


A SERMON, delivered at the Second Univer- 
salist Meeting House in Boston, on First Sabbath Eve- 
ning of January, 1818—by Hosea BAttov, pastor.— 
‘Vext, 2 Lhes. i. 7, 8,9, ** And to you who are troubled 
rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from heaven with his might angels, in flaming fire, tak- 
ing vengeance on them thet know not od,G and that 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shal 
be punished with everlasting destruction from the pre- 
sence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power.” 

The above is a Sermon which commenced a Contro- 
versy between the author and the Rev. Timo. Merritt ; 
we have now re-published it for the accommodation of 
those who have not had an opportunity of purchasing it. 

N.B. A few copies of the whole Controversy 
may be had at this Office. 


























— 


PRINTING OF ALL KI*DS, 
EXEOUTED AT THIS OFTICE AT SHORT NOTICE, 








a 





— 





